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From July 10–12, 
Frank Pavone spoke 
at the 2026 40 Days 
for Life National 
Symposium in Phoenix 
about the pro-life 
spirituality of our 
Missionaries of the 
Gospel of Life
Training Program.

1

www.EndAbortion.US

Everyone must speak up for the unborn – Page 1
Early voting for the general elections – Page 1
The unborn... victims of 9/11 attacks – Page 2

Religious Liberty and the Pro-Life Witness – Page 3
September Prayer Intentions – Page 3
Featured Products  – Page 4

TABLE OF CONTENTS

This newsletter and other pro-life information and inspiration is available by email. Subscribe free of charge at subscribe@priestsforlife.org.

Activating God’s People to End Abortion

Support our Work!
www.ProLifeDonation.org

Leslie Palma, Director of Communications

When U.S. Rep. Geraldine Ferraro ran for vice president on the 
1984 presidential ticket with Democrat Walter Mondale, she 
got a letter from her cousin, asking her to change her views 
on abortion. Although Ferraro was Catholic and personally 
opposed to killing babies in the womb, she still believed women 
should have the right to choose

“I remember writing her a letter and doing all I could to plead 
with her to change her position, or at least change how she 
was saying it,” recalled Deacon Frank Mercardante.

Ferraro never changed her views and her cousin voted against her. 
In that election, President Ronald Reagan won a second term.

Deacon Mercardante, retired from a 50-year career in the 

the diaconate in 1987. While he has always had a heart for the 
unborn, the native New Yorker moved to California as a teenager 

parish when he moved with his wife, Claudette, to Missouri.

“I did the prolife walks, prayed in front of abortion clinics, got 

who creates life and we have no right to interfere with God’s 
plan. We have every duty to support life at every stage. I preach 
about that often.” 

As a young man, the deacon thought he might have a calling to 
the priesthood but his vocation, instead, was marriage. He and 
his wife of nearly 55 years are the parents of two, grandparents 
of seven, and great-grandparents of two. As a deacon, he 

But back when he was still in his 30s, he met a man who had 
recently been ordained as a deacon.

Early voting for the general elections 
opens this month in 7 states

Deacon Frank Mercardante: Everyone 
must speak up for the unborn

And they’re off!

Voters in three states - Virginia, Minnesota and South 
Dakota - can cast their votes in the 2026 midterm 
elections beginning on Friday, Sept. 18, thanks to laws in 
all three states that allow in-person early voting to begin 
46 days before the election.

Registered voters in Kentucky and Vermont can begin 
voting on Sept. 19. Missouri follows on Sept. 22, and for 
Illinois voters, the polls open on Sept. 24.

All of these early-voting states have consequential elections.
In Virginia, voters will decide if they want to impose the 
“right” to an abortion in their state constitution, hence 
distorting the constitution, killing countless babies, and 
depriving citizens of the right to shape abortion policy in 
the future.

In Missouri, pro-lifers will have a chance to vote on an 
amendment that would repeal the deceptive, destructive 
pro-abortion referendum that passed, thanks to lies and 
blood money, in 2024.

In South Dakota, Prolife Republican Gov. Larry Rhoden is 
up for re-election, along with the entire state legislature. 
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Some of Frank Pavone’s Upcoming Trips
Address to Grassroots for America
Casselberry, FL — September 3
He will address the Grassroots for America 
group on the topic, “Winning in the Golden 
Age of America: Correcting the Narrative.

WallBuilders Pastors’ Conference
Washington, D.C. — September 15
He will again address clergy from 
around the nation at the WallBuilders 

40 Days for Life Prayer Vigils
September 23–27
He will travel with Matt Britton to 
speak and pray at 40 Days for Life 
vigils at various locations.

2

www.EndAbortion.US

Prolife Social Media 
Connect with us on social media so 
we can exchange encouragement and 
information. At ProLifeSocialMedia.com 

that Priests for Life manages. Follow us, 
friend us, like us, and communicate with 
us. Among our largest platforms are the 
following: 

Deacon Frank Mercardante: 
Everyone must speak up 
for the unborn

View our daily broadcasts at EndAbortion.TV.

Use this 
QR Code

to Donate

Have mass 
offered for a 

loved one or for 
you and your 
intentions.

25 years ago, the unborn were among the 
victims of 9/11 attacks
Unborn children are not recognized as 
crime victims in New York State, but 
the Manhattan memorial to the nearly 
3,000 victims of the Sept. 11, 2001 
terror attacks does acknowledge that 
these children were alive and that they 
died with their mothers that terrible 
day. (See PriestsForLife.org/911 for a 
further explanation and video.)

This year marks 25 years since these terrorist attacks.

Ten of the women who died that day were pregnant. The names of all the 
9/11 victims are inscribed on the twin inverted fountains that stand on the 
footprints of the towers. Each of the pregnant women is listed with her name 
and the words “and her unborn child.”

“This is a beautiful and completely accurate statement,” said Priests for 
Life National Director Frank Pavone. “These children are just as worthy of 
remembrance as their moms.”

Priests for Life headquarters was in New York City in 2001 and some of the 
people who work for the ministry now were in the towers that day. As has 
been true since then, all the victims and their families are never far from our 
thoughts and prayers.

“I began to get involved with him and his 
ministry efforts and one thing led to another 
and he thought I should inquire as to whether I 
was being called,” he said. “And I did and I was 
and I am.”

The same man who introduced him to the 
diaconate led him to Priests for Life.

some research and decided it’s a good 
organization and they do great work,” he said. “I 
became a supporter and I have been for I don’t 
know how many years now.”

The deacon is assigned to a diocesan parish, 
Mother Teresa of Calcutta in Winchester, 
California, but he spends the most time with 
his second parish, Holy Martyrs of England and 
Wales in Temecula. 

“It’s a very strong, very vibrant, growing 
community,” he said. “They are very strong in 
their prolife convictions and practices.”

Deacon Mercardante continues to be motivated 
by the belief that everyone has the duty - and 
the ability - to stand up for the unborn.

“I got nowhere with Geraldine Ferraro, but 
nonetheless, I made an effort. I think that’s 
the point, we all have to make an effort,” he 
said. “Wherever we are, whatever authority 
we have, it doesn’t matter. We all have the 
same responsibility by virtue of our baptism 
to preach the truth. We have so many 
opportunities to do that, if not in words, then 
certainly in practice.” MassIntentionRequest.com 



PrayerIntentions.org and ProLifePrayers.com
Leave us your prayer intentions as often as you like at PrayerIntentions.org and we will remember you in our prayers and 
Masses! Visit ProLifePrayers.com for prayers and resources.
 September 1 - November 3:   Election Novena for Life (www.ElectionPrayer.com)
 September 19-27:   Novena for Priests, leading to Priesthood Sunday (www.PrayerCampaign.org/PriesthoodSunday) 

Intention for September: For blessings upon all pro-life organizations.

continued from Page 1
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Early voting for the general elections 
opens this month in 7 states

Also up for re-election to another six-year term is U.S. 
Senator Mike Rounds, a very strong pro-lifer who 
recently introduced the Dismemberment Abortion Ban 
Act of 2026.

Illinois voters have a chance to unseat their abortion-
loving Governor Jay Pritzker, a Democrat. His opponent 
is pro-life Republican Darren Bailey.

In Kentucky, voters will choose between prolife 
Republican Rep. Andy Barr, who has a strong record in 
the House, and pro-abortion Democrat Charles Booker.

Voters in Vermont will elect a governor, but both the 
Republican incumbent, Phil Scott, and his Democrat 
opponent are pro-abortion. Giving any power, however, 
to the Democrat Party, which hates America, is always 
the worse alternative.

Religious Liberty and the
Pro-Life Witness
By Frank Pavone, National Director, Priests for Life

The recommendations recently presented by the Religious 
Liberty Commission to President Trump reinforce the 
principle that Americans should never have to choose 
between following their faith and following the law.

This has a particular impact on prolife Americans, whose 

one of the hearings that the Religious Liberty Commission 
held.

Prolife Americans face backlash for prolife speech, peaceful 
protest, and even for their day to day work in the pregnancy 
centers. So often maligned for being “fake clinics” because 
they do not perform abortions, they instead offer the truth 
about how harmful abortion is.

These centers are constantly harassed in abortion-friendly 

with these suits settled in favor of pregnancy centers. 

One of the Commission’s key recommendations is to clarify 
the proper understanding of the Establishment Clause and 
the separation of church and state. The Constitution was 
designed to prevent the establishment of a national religion 
while protecting the free exercise of faith—not to exclude 
religious perspectives from public discussion. 

The Commission also recommends expanding public 
education about religious liberty rights for students, 
educators, healthcare workers, military personnel, and 
others. 

Other recommendations include that whenever a public 

improperly engaged in religious expression, they explain 

allegation and be provided within 30 days.  Likewise the 
creation of a hotline and online portal for reporting violations 
of religious freedom has been recommended.

The Commission also calls for combating antisemitism, 
recognizing that protecting one group’s freedom ultimately 
strengthens the freedoms of us all.

Another recommendation urges repeal of the Johnson 

Amendment so that pastors and other religious leaders 
can speak freely on matters of public concern without fear 
of government penalties. This has been a frequent topic of 
mine for decades, and one I cover extensively in my book 
Abolishing Abortion (Thomas Nelson, 2015). President Trump 
has been criticizing the Johnson Amendment ever since his 

the political expression of Americans.

have gone woefully overboard in self-censorship, using 
the Johnson Amendment as a feeble excuse. In the early 
2000s, Priests for Life was subjected to an IRS audit of 
everything we were doing and saying, and at its conclusion, 

“unthinkable” and declared across this country that we need 
to elect public servants who know the difference between 
serving the public and killing the public. Those who don’t 
know that difference (such as those who are “prochoice” 
about the killing of children in the womb) don’t belong in 

I continue to look forward to the day the Johnson 
Amendment is declared unconstitutional and removed from 
the tax code altogether.

Thanks be to God for President Trump and for the work of 
this Commission!
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Name: ___________________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________________

City: _________________________ State: ____________ Zip: ______________ 

Phone: ______________________ Email: _______________________________

�  at $10.00 each.      Total: $________

� In the Palm of His Hand at $3.50 for 1; $3.25 each for 12+; $3 each for 25+;

  $2.75 each for 50+; $2.50 each for 75+ or $2.25 each for 100+.    Total: $________

� Voting with a Clear Conscience ____ pack of 50 for $12.50 or ____ pack of 100 for $25.00. Total: $________

� Election Prayer for Life Prayer Card ____ pack of 50 for $5.00 or ____ pack of 100 for $10.00.  Total: $________

� Party Comparison ____Pack of 50 for $12.50 or ____pack of 100 for $25.00.  Total: $________

� 10 Responses to Pro-Abortion Politicians  ____ Pack of 50 for $12.50 

  or ___Pack of 100 for $25.00.        Total: $________

� How the Angels Got Their Wings at $10.00 each.      Total: $________
  

We would appreciate an extra donation to cover shipping and handling.
�
�  I made my check payable to: Priests for Life.
�  Please charge my contribution to my credit card:                 
� VISA �MASTERCARD � AMERICAN EXPRESS � DISCOVER 

Card #:__________________________________________________________ Exp: ____ /_____

Signature:________________________________________________________________________

Order at ProLifeProducts.org or use this form and (if applicable) the enclosed envelope.
Mail to: Priests for Life • PO Box 236695 • Cocoa, FL 32923  •  Email: Orders@PriestsForLife.org  •  Call: 321-500-1000

(A) (B) (C) (F)(E)(D) (G)

(A)   A devotional prayer book to enrich your daily prayer life.
(B)   Prayers to bring about a culture of life.
(C)   We have a duty to vote and participate in the political process, prioritizing the fundamental right to life. 
(D) 
(E) The parties’ positions on key issues, presented in English and Spanish.
(F)  Answers to some worn-out arguments used by pro-abortion politicians.
(G)   A comprehensive introduction to the story of the angels for children.
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